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This report presents selected expenditure data classified by 
different types of consumer units for the third quarter of 1995 
ee 

' Comparisons with the third quaster of previous years are 
mando for oli consumer units (ane table A). Also included in this 
report is information on changes in consumers’ spending patterns 
from 1935-36 to 1993-94. The data for 1987-88 and 1993-94 that 
view and Diary components of the Consumer Expenditure Survey. 


Historical comparisons of spending patterns. The shares of total 
consumption that consumers spend on comp: ~.ts such as food, 
housing, or transportation gererally don't change much from year 
to year. Over longer periods of time, however, there can be sub- 
stantial shifts in spending patierns due to a number of reasons. 
Economic factors such as recessions, political factors such as 
embargoes, demographic {actors such as the aging of the popula- 
tion, and technological changes such as the increase in the use of 
computers are just a few examples of factors that affect spending 
behavior in the long run. The data in table A-1 show some of the 
substantial changes iri spending patterns that have occurred over 
the last several decasdes. In the past, Consumer Expenditure Sur- 
veys were conducté:d at about ten-year intervals. Beginning in 
1980, the survey has been ongoing with results published annu- 
ally and quarterly. The table compares expenditure shares (the 
percent of total consumption) for 1993-94 with those from earlier 
survey periods. 

Food and medical care are examples of whose 


components 
share of total consumption have changed substantially. In 1935- 


‘Estimates of quarterly expenditures are less reliable than annual esti - 
mates hecause of the smaller number of observations per quarter. 
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36, | in every 3 dollars spent by consumers went for food. By 
1960-61, the share had dropped to | in every 4 dollars, and by 
1993-94, only | in every 6 dollar; went to food. Increasing effi- 
ciencies in food production and .“stribution over the past several 
decades ha ve contributed to the drop in food costs relative to other 
items. There has also been a shift within the food component in 
the shares of expenditures allocated to food at home and food 
away from home. In 1960-61, 80 percent of the total food dollar 
went to food at home; by 1993-94 that share had dropped to 62 
percent. The increase in the relative importance of food away 
from home can be attributed to a number of factors, including 
rising incomes and corresponding increases in discretionary spend- 
ing, as well as changes in demographics such as more dual-in- 

The share spent on medical care has also risen since | 935-36, 
frem 4.4 percent to 6.5 percent in 1993-94. The allocatic»: of the 
shares spent on the subcomponents of medical care has shifted 
over time, as more recently health insurance has accounted for an 
increasing portion of total medical care. This may be because 
employers are now paying for a smaller share of their empioyees’ 
health insurance coverage so that employees must pay more out- 
of-pocket for insurance, and also because the various forms of 
health insvrance now cover more medical services than in the 
past. The share spent on other medical care items, including drugs, 
medical supplies, and services, accounted for about the same share 
of total consumption in 1993-94 as it did in 1972-73. 

The shares of other components of consumption also changed 
over tte years (table A-1). Because the Consumer Expenditure 
Survey is now conducted on an ongoing basis, it allows for more 
timely assessment of such changes in spending behavior. The 
continuing survey data will provide users with the information ‘o 
track spending trends such as those shown here. 


ae ene consumption expenditures and percent distribution for all consumer units, Consumer Expenditure Surveys, 
seepen tere. rears 1993-04 
1935-36 1960-61 1972-73 1987-88 1993-94 
Number of consumer units (in et a 39.458 55,306 73,220 94 506 101,130 
EE TEE ET ee $1,502 $6,253 $11,726 $27,934 $35 854 
ET 32 32 29 26 25 
a $1,273 $5,056 $7,920 $21 $26,376 
POrCOrt GiStDUTION Of COMBUFTMION, oo scececssee senenennnnnnnnnnnnnnnnns 

ell ihneatntenennnneeelttieensnrtnmenteneetennemnneseneeaeniiimmene-ecaemieneee 336 244 212 17.0 16.4 
CE _ 19.6 18.5 9.7 10.2 
CS EE LL LTT TTI _ 46 48 73 62 
il ELE LIED SAE LI TE CIE 22.3 29.0 314 355 365 
Ciothiing ......... TE | A A AS PS A, - 10.4 10.3 82 5.9 5.3 
AAA Ae 93 15.2 22.0 224 216 
Medical care .............. DP semenpanttinneneetniegmenenansnnigzamnee 44 67 5.4 55 65 
ES a 18 19 2.0 3.1 
Sy GH icn encsnnsittinnesncnsscssnennenseenscenguemesssnenenseness _ 49 35 3.5 3.5 
ETE EON ET CEE, 3.3 40 47 5.6 5.7 
Other ' 10.0 143 118 13.8 13.7 


* includes alcoholic beverages, personel care, tobacco, education, readir.9. and miscellaneous expenditures. 
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Table A. Selected average quarterly annualized expenditures! of consumer units, interview survey, third quarters, 1985-95 


hem | 189 | 1990 | 1991 | 1992 | 1983 | 1996 | 1995 
Total expenditures $25,848 $27,541 | $27,370 $28,831 $28,383 | $29,658 | $31,563 
1, TEE 4,137 4.423 4453/4510 4446 4534 4771 
Food at home 2.891 3,087, 3202, 3290 3232 3255 3,398 
Food away from home... 1246, «1396, (1251) «4122005 «#41214 «#41279 1,373 
Housing? 7.732, 8255 8521, 8767 8875 3,127 9,961 
Sheter 2 0 4636, 5,004) 5257 5412) 5545 5547 6,186 
Owned dwellings 2.615 2952 3049 3,402 3.297 3358 3886 
Rented dwellings «1,415 1479 1518) 1554 1,801 1.709 | (1,741 
Other lodging * 606 572 690 456 447 481 556 
Utilities, fuels, and public services 1,713 1,794 1 B4& 1,983 1918 2,084 2.170 
Housefurmushings and operations 1,382 1,458 1,416 1,372 1,412 1,495 1,588 
Apparel ONG SOPVICES eee een 1,214 1,280 1274; 1,313 +249 1,228 1,232 
ee 5,420 5,810 5,337| 5,624 5,213 5,785 6516 
Vehicle purchases cece neem 2.513 2.779 2278| 2,470 2,098 2,520 3,048 
Gasoline BI TOBE OM eee OS 1,056 | 1,139 1,034 1,019 1,023 1,049 
Other transportation expenses 1,923 1974 1920) 2,120 2.096 2.242 2.419 
ee 126 1324, 1,358 1,360 1,536 1,670 1,633 
Entertainment 1,242 1297 1,242 1,345 1,317 1,460 1,453 
All other expenses? 4.868 5.154) 5,185) 5913 5.747 5855 | 6017 
a | | 
See bommotes at end of tables. 
Table 1. Quintiles of income before taxes: Average quarterty expenditures! of all consumer units, interview survey, 
third quarter, 1995 
units  COMplete 20 20 20 20 20 reporung 
reporting percent percent percent percent percent of income 
Number of consumer units (in thousands)... 102,851 62,595 16,460 16,562 16,492 16,514 16,567 | 20,256 
Number Of Sarmgbe Ut oo cscsceneeeennnnnennnnnnnnnnn 4,938 3.994 767 768 785 801 873 65 
Consumer unit charactenstics: 
Income before tans sc cccceceennnennennnn $96,970 $36,970 $6349 $16,045 $28,131 $44.547 $89,559 (4) 
number of persons in consumer unit... 25 25 18 23 26 28 32 26 
Age of reference person. ........ 48 482 51.7 516 465 454 458, 472 
Number in consumer unit: 
tC EE 13 13 6 s 14 18 2.1 13 
ITT inscsnsensteesseeeitatiiaeaneneeciaeieeenannesiemeneiasanineaes 19 2.0 1.0 16 20 25 28 18 
nS ee 7 7 4 6 7 * .) 7 
crete nrnneieemeneteneneepenennenannnnneenenenninantes 3 3 4 5 3 2 4 3 
ee $31,563 | $32,654 $14,724 $20,496 $27,771 | $37,970 $62,183 $27,115 
TD 4,771 4,753 2,923 3,506 4,266 5,341 7,714| 4846 
BED coraspenseneafintessnemepensnecesectenssnteemessesteneeensationmtnnemenenesrens 9,941 9,979 5,265 6.924 6,559 10,761 16,328 9,789 
EE 6,164 6,202 3,158 42% 5,130 6,701 11,762 6,109 
Oe 3886 3,922 1026; 1964) 2712) 457% 9.296| 3,738 
PROMS WOME oo coccosevennvsvvvvnovnnnvnnnnvvvnnnnnnnnnne 1,741 1,723 1,971 1,959\ 2096 1,616 978) 1,815 
GI cxcococnncsesseny ssnsecsescnstscszcesnsnscensssunnsnsnenseessees 556 557 161 Fe] 323 513 ) 488 556 
Utilities, fuels, and public SOTVICOS 6s 2,170 2,163 1,415 1,611 2,137 2,395 3,053 2,198 
Housetumishings @Nd OP@rMtiOns on ccerenees 1,588 1,614 692 877 1,282 1,686 3,514) 1,483 
ll a ETD 1,232 1,260 612 739 1,137 1,360 2449) 1,115 
|S ee 6,516 6,748 2.281 4,001 5.985 6.790, 12,659)| 5,571 
CC EEA TTT 1,049 1,080 46) 765 1,004 1,329 1,740 1,000 
Other 1ANSPOFRTION GXPONSES eee occens 5,468 5,668 1,819 3,235 4,961 7 462 10,919; 4,571 
hl OAT ELT ELT 1,633 * Abe 1,097 1 484 1,571 1,901 2.275| 1,495 
a 1,453 1,504 585 628 1,283 1,722 3,095 1,247 
At other expenses? 6,017 6,744 1,961 3016, 4,971 6,075| 15,663/ 3,052 
See footnotes at end of tables. 


Table 2. Age of reference person: Average quarterly expenditures ' of all consumer units, interview survey, third quarter, 1995 


T | 

a 

ners consumer Under 25 25-44 45-64 65 and over 
unuts 

Number of consumer units (in thousands)... 102.851 7.36 42,595 30,965 21,956 
EE 4338 356 2,087 1 484 1,01) 

Consumer unit charactensncs. | 
income before taxes‘ $36,970 $16,162 $40,411 $47 822 $22 246 
Awerage number of persons in consumer unit. 25 18 3.0 26 18 
Age of relerence person 4 215 | 35.1 53.3 743 

Number in comsurner unit: 
ETC ea RE 13 | 12 16 17 4 
Verictes 19 1.1 20 24 15 
Chlidren under 16 7) 4 12 5 1 
a 3 (5) | (5) 1 14 
I... innccmeienemntninnnimimmainntaninintneta $31,563 $16,206 | $34,449 $38,304 $20,919 
I tonnspcapnsnscenseenessnentoqsssnvesseanqsnsnceuseteaintneseeecenaseunseats 4771 | 3,111 | 5,137 5,509 3,574 
a 9,941 5.415 | 11,259 11,370 6,883 
ee 6 184 3,546 7,210 7,060 3,836 
ee 3 886 494 | 4,303 5 054 2.563 
CC ee 1,741 2.783 | 2,437 1,118 923 
en ee 556 269 471 BE 350 
Utilities, fuels, and public services... 2.170 1,067 2,185 2.584 1,925 
and operations 1,588 803 1,863 1,725 1,121 
ee 1,232 952 1,513 | 1,387 559 
eee 6,516 4,145 | 7,425 8,043 3,393 
Gasoline and motor of . sehcehasesienbieeaeeesiieiediiaiia 1,049 679 1,153 | 1.279 644 
Other transportation expenses ... 5,468 3,466 6.272 6.764 2.749 
Heal care ............. penceteasnesiegnanaeeentiammmeennenes 1,633 3%! 1.286 1,655 2.697 
EE 1,453 1,037 1,672 | 1,717 798 
Al other expenses? 6,017 3,188 6,157 8.624 3,016 

See footnotes at end of tables. 


Table 3. Region of residence: Average quarterty expenditures! of all consumer units, interview survey, third quarter, 1995 


Al | iz 
hem consumer Northeasi Macwes! | South | wes! 
units 
Ee —E 
number of units (in 8 Qcrrcrececeneecennee 102.851 20.682 25.957 34.803 21.400 
ee 4,938 1,036 1,343 1,509 1,050 
Consumer unit characteristics. 
income before tames*® $36,970 $39,099 $37,272 $33,397 $40,126 
number of persons in consumer unit... 25 25 25 25 27 
AGO Of PONTONCE POFBOM nen cnscsccvnsnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnen 48 49.1 478 48.1 469 
Number in consumer unit: 
ee 13 12 15 13 14 
Ee See 19 16 2.1 19 2.1 
ee 7 é 6 7 8 
ee ek ke 3 4 3 3 3 
ee $31,563 $32,683 $31,111 $29,362 $34,608 
ee es a ees 4,771 5,178 4,543 4495 5,102 
SEED ccassassssnszsscssasssecsssnssecesnsssnsensnsnecsaasenrosestesnecsceensnes 9.941 11,011 9,312 8.776 11,562 
TTT 6 184 7,504 5,501 4,925 7,782 
Owned dwellings 2 BBE 4444 3,701 3,050 4.929 
Rented dwellings 1,741 2,203 1,299 1,457 2.294 
Other 556 857 500 418 559 
Lillies, fuels. and public services 2,170 2,108 2,123 2,357 | 1,983 
Housetumushings and operations 1,588 1,399 1,689 1,496 | 1,798 
IED coscerccnaprsenmesscemnecescmemnnemensseeneee 1,232 1,278 1,176 1,197 | 1,310 
Traneportation 7 6,516 6,083 6,654 6,389 6,977 
Gasoling and motor of 1,048 902 1,190 1 O54 1,107 
Other tranaportation expenses... 5.468 5,181 5 544 5.335 5,870 
Health care 1633 1 666 1,672 1,729 1,396 
Entertainment 1,453 1414 1,397 1,390 1,760 
All other expenses? 6,077 6,053 6.358 6.444 | 6,501 
1 The are estimates for 8 particular quarter presented at an- @pendiures, personal care, cash contributions, persona! insurance and pen- 
pam valves are multiplied by 4). sions. 
‘“ The hem “expenses to: other properties” is inciuded in miscellaneous 4 income vaives are derived from “complete reporters” only. see technical 
@pendiures beginning in 1991 Prior to 1991 it was inciuded in shelter and note. 


5 Vetue lees than 0.05. 


housing 
3 inctudes alcoholic beverages reading, education, tobacco, miscellaneous 


Technical Note 


Data in this report are from the Interview portion of the Con- 
sumer Expenditure Survey, conducted by the Bureau of the Cen- 
sus for the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The survey consists of two 
components: (1) a Diary or recordkeeping survey completed by 
respondents for two consecutive |-week periods, and (2) an Inter- 
view survey in which the expenditures of consumer units are ob- 
tained in five interviews conducted every 3 months. The data are 
collected in independent samples of consumer units that are rep- 
resentative of the U.S. population. The Interview sample, se- 
lected on a rotating panel basis, consists of approximately 5,000 
consumer units each quarter. 

The Interview survey data include large expenditures, such as 
property, automobiles, and major appliances, or expenditures that 
occur on a regular basis, such as rent, utility payments, or insur- 
ance premiums. The Interview survey covers approximately 95 
percent of all expenditures. ; 

There are limitations to these data which should be mentioned. 
First, for some analytical uses, the data should be seasonally ad- 
justed. BLS is working on a seasonal adjustment method, which 
requires several years of data. In the absence of computed adjust- 
ment factors, one may make comparisons with the same quarter 
of the previous year or earlier years. Second, for infrequently 
purchased items there are fewer reports in a quarter than there 
are for a year. In order to obtain statistically reliable estimates, a 
sufficient level of reporting is required. Therefore, the tables based 
on quarterly data show less detail than those based on annual 
data. In addition, quarterly data tend to be more volatile than 
annual! data. 
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Consumer unit. (1) All members of a particular household 
who are related by blood, marriage, adoption, or other legal ar- 
raxgements, (2) a person living alone or sharing a household with 
others or living as a roomer in a private home or lodging house or 
in permanent living quarters in a hotel or motel, but who is finan- 
cially independent; or (3) two or more persons living together 
who share responsibility for at least 2 out of 3 major types of 
expenses—food, housing, and other expenses. The terms house- 
hold or consumer are used for convenience. 


Complete income reporters. in general, a complete income 
reporter is a respondent who provided values for at least one of 
the major sources of its income, such as wages and salaries, self- 
employment income, and Social Security income. Even complete 
income reporters may not have provided a full accounting of all 
income from all sources. 


Total expenditures. These are the transaction costs, including 
excise and sales taxes, of goods and services acquired during the 
interview period. The averages include expenditures for gifts and 
contnbutions and payments for pensions and personal insurance. 


Information in this report is in the public domain and, with 
appropriate credit, may be used freely. This information is avail- 
able to sensory impaired individuals: Voice phone: (202) 606-7828; 
TDD phone (202) 606-5879; TDD message referral phone: | -800- 
326-2577. 


For further information, contact John Rogers, Division of Consumer Ex- 
penditure Surveys, Bureau of Labor Stanstics, Postal Square Building, Room 
3985, 2 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Washington, DC 20212-0001. Tele- 
phone: (202) 606-6900. 
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